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[2 DAYS OF
GIVING

In the spirit of the holiday season, The
Herald-Sun is featuring the 12 Days of

Givang through Dec. 18 to help connect

our readers with organizations in the
community that ane assisting those in
need this holidey seson and
throughout the year.

A good book is a gift
that lasts a lifetvme

BY RAY GRONBERG
ronberp®heraldauncom; 419-6448

hand this holiday season by buying and donating books the nonprofit

D URHAM — Readers can give Durham’s Partnership for Children a

will in turn pass along to kids who are up to middle-school age.
Partnership leaders are working with the Barnes & Noble at the Streets at
Southpoint, a collaboration that's in its fifth year.
Would-be donors need only buy a children’s book at the Barnes & Noble
and give it to clerks at the checkout counter. The store and the partnership

will handle the rest.

The collection will go on
until Dec. 31. Se far, the
partnership has collected
about 1,400 books, “In years
past, we've gotten 4,000,"
said Melanie Busbee, the
partnership’s  community
development coordinator.

Busbee's group tuns the
local Smart Start program,
which means it has a stake in
helping young children devel-
op their reading skills early.

The partnership distrib-
utes the books it collects
to roughly two dozen other
agencies, among them Head
Start, More at Four, Healthy

Families Durham, Incredi-
ble Years, the Durham Lit-
eracy Couneil and the John
Avery Boys and Girls Club.

This vear, parinership lead-
ers stress that they especial-
ly need donations of Span-
ish-language and bilingual
books to help serve Durham's
growing Hispanic popula-
tion. They estimate that one
in every four children born
in Durham is Hispanic, Bus-
bee said.

“Giving all children the
opportunity to be exposed
to a language that is spoken
more and more often in the

community will motivate
them to read more and will
open better opportunities
for their future,” said Pilar
Rocha-Goldberg, president
af El Centro Hispano.

«The Southpoint Barnes
& Noble is open Monday
through Thursday from 10
a.m. to 10 p.m.; Friday and
Saturday from 10 am, to
11 p.m. and Sunday from 10
a.m. to 9 p.m.

There's a display of chil-
dren’'s books behind the
checkout counter. The Full
children's section is on the
store's second floor.

by Sandra Roberts, Melanie Busbee and Diana Gra-
station at the Southpoint Barnes & Noble.
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