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Durham Public Schools
Elementary School FAQ

Durham Public Schools offers parents many choices for elementary school. Every parent has three options for elementary school:
· Attend your Neighborhood School (this is the school that is assigned to your home address)

· Apply to a Year Round School (this is a school that starts in July and ends in early June)

· Apply to a Magnet School (this is a school that has a special focus such as the arts or foreign languages)

How to locate your assigned schools
Go to the Durham Public School home page at www.dpsnc.net and click on the Student Map Assignment symbol and follow the directions to locate schools assigned to your address. You may also call Student Assignment at 560-2059
Learn more about each type of school below!
Neighborhood Schools
Your Neighborhood School is a school that is close to your home. These schools usually begin in August and end in June. If you are not sure what your Neighborhood School is, you can call 560-9403 and we can check your addres. If you want to attend your Neighborhood School you will register your child at the school in March. 

Year Round Schools

Many families like the year round school calendar. There are three elementary schools in Durham (Holt, Easley, and Pearsontown) that are Year Round Schools. Every address in Durham is assigned to one of the three Year Round Schools. Students begin school in July and end school in June. Instead of one big summer break, students in Year Round Schools have three week breaks in September, December, and March. 

Magnet Schools

Durham Public Schools has seven Magnet Schools. Here is a description of each Magnet School’s special focus. 

Burton Elementary is a Geo-World Magnet. Burton helps children learn about the world and society. Students at Burton learn French, Spanish, or Chinese.
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Club Blvd. Elementary is a Humanities Magnet. Club Blvd. helps students learn about literature, culture, and creativity. Students have special instruction in the arts and sciences.

RN Harris Elementary is a Core Knowledge Magnet. RN Harris helps students learn through special topics and units. Students have the opportunity to learn to play the violin. 

Morehead Elementary and George Watts Elementary are both Montessori schools. This means they work with each student at their own level. Both schools have three levels: primary (PreK and Kindergarten), lower elementary (1st, 2nd, and 3rd grades), and upper elementary (4th and 5th grades).

WG Pearson Elementary is a Gifted and Talented Magnet. Students have the chance to take special courses and learn to use iPads to help their learning. 

Sandy Ridge Elementary is an Arts Magnet. Students take art, music, dance, and performing arts or drama classes. Students also have the chance to learn Spanish. 
If you are interested in any of our Year Round or Magnet Schools please come to the Choice Fair on Saturday, January 21st from 9am-12pm at Hillside High School. 
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Applications for the Year Round and Magnet Schools will be available in January on Durham Public Schools’ website or by calling Student Assignment at 560-2059. Please call 560-9403 with any questions. 
                       Thank you!         
