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OTHER VOICES

Let’s include ‘early’
in early childhood

I‘rmm

to Keith Upchurch’s
“Leaders urge

support for early Hj;{.ﬁh' bill™
covering Monday's press
conference by Durham Police
Chief Jose Lopez, Durham
County Sheriff Worth Hill and
Hillsborough Chief Clarence
Birkhead.

As a child mdvocate who

‘I'm'i:l- to budld awareness for
mpurmnd’ur]y care
cation programming
hr Durham County's youngest
children age birth to 5, 1 was
absolutely elated 1o hear our
arca's public safety leaders
show collective support for
“Fight Crime: Invest in Kids™
o urge for early learn-
ing funding for our nation, our
state and our community.

1 attended the event and
WS that our lead-
ora un ood the long-term
consequences of failing to
invest in young children today
moans spending millions upon
millions of dollars more in in-
tervention programs, remedial
education and prisons 10 1o 18
years later.

However, when our public
safety beaders cited good com-
munity programs, they men-
tioned youth and school-age
programa, not early chi
programs.

There are many wonderiful
exnmples of our early child-
bood efforts in Durham. We

Tlﬂllttlrh in response

County children birth to
age 5 and their families, such

Today, we have $3
million fewer dollars
and 6,000 more
cl'ﬂldnnbirthhlgt

5 than 10 years ago.

ad the Exchange Clubs’ Family
Center's Early Childhood Out-
reach Program, or programs
that provide scholarships
for care, prn:i:; parent
at-risk :ml:'ure;nrnr kindergar-
ten.

For 15 Durham's
Partnerahip for Children has
worked 1o increase child care
quality, develop early child-
hood programs for familics,
administer the More at Four

en Program to
more than 400 at-risk 4-yeoar-
olds, and ensure better accoss
o medical services for young
children and their families,

Today, we have $3 million
fewer dollars and 6,000 more

. children birth to age 5 in our

county than we did 10 years
ago. We're encouraged 1o sea
Durham County and the City
of Durham support early
childhood programa,

But let’s be mindful that
putting a fece on thess pro-
grams is imperative when we
talk about the riance of
investing in chil during
the carly years to boost gradu-
atlon rates, reduce crime and
build a strong future work-
force for Durham.

Warir $tallings i commenity
Pl of Durhaent
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