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Supporting Durham’s infants and toddlers

BY MARSHA BASLOE
Durham Partnership for Children

Experiences in the
earliest vyears of life
play a critical role in an
infant or toddler’s abil-
ity to grow up healthy
and ready to learn. When
early experiences fail
to support infants and
toddlers, their ability
to learn and succeed is
compromised.

Since 90 percent of the
brain growth occurs by
age 3, research shows
that a preschool age child
who hasn’t made strong
brain connections has
already fallen behind his
or her peers. That's why
the first few years of life
are so critical to future
success!

Durham's Partnership
for Children has worked
tirelessly over the past
1§ years to make sure

that high-quality early
care and education is
affordable and acces-
sible. Since high-qual-
ity infant care is very
costly to operate, it has
become a commodity
and is more difficult to
find in Durham County
compared with quality
preschool programs for
age 3 to 3.

A 2009 survey found
that fewer than three
in every 100 spaces in
S5-star child care pro-
grams (highest quality
rated programs) were
available to new par-
ents needing child care
for their infants and
toddlers.

High-quality, acces-
sible infant care for low-
income families is even
scarcer. Research tells us
that economic hardship
in early childhood can
have negative effects on

later learning and devel-
opment as meeting basic
needs becomes priority
over supporting the de-
velopment of infants and
toddlers.

To help support families
with infants most at-risk,
Durham'’s Partnership
for Children applied for
and secured a $3.3 mil-
lion, two-year Early Head
Start grant that will serve
120 infants and toddlers
from birth to age 3 and
their families with com-
prehensive services.

Durham’s Early Head
Start program, which will
be implemented through
Chapel Hill Training
and Outreach Project
(CHTOP) and Healthy
Families Durham at the
Center for Child and

Family Health, will help

increase the odds for
many of our most at-risk
families having the abil-

ity to access quality care
for their infants and tod-
dlers. )

The Early Head Start
program, which has
started to recruit Durham
families for home-based
services, will deliver com-
prehensive and high-qual-
ity services ranging from
individualized services in
the areas of education and
early childhood develop-
ment, medical, dental,
mental health, nutrition,
parent involvement and

family support.
A few years ago, the
Partnership brought

the Incredible Years to
Durham and its support
for Welcome Baby and
Healthy Families Dur-
ham has allowed them to
leverage additional funds
to expand these evidence;
based classes to serve
mothers with infants
through a new program

targeting East Durham.
The work to build ca-
pacity for supportive pro-
gramming for families of
infants and toddlersbegan
about two years ago when
the Partnership convened
a collaborative group of
community partners to
develop Durham County’s
Strategic Plan for Infants
and Toddlers. The plan

was developed to assess -

the status of infants and
toddlers and their fami-
lies in Durham; and devel-
op a plan and framework
for collaborating, seeking
funding and aligning the
community to ensure the
healthy development of
infants and toddlers and
their ultimate success in
school.

The strategic plan,
which can be accessed
on our website at www.
dpfe.net, is a roadmap to
seek out more resources

for families with infants
and toddlers in Durham
County. Even though state
funding has diminished,
the Partnership continues
to ekamine innovative and
collaborative approaches
to continue to support the
increasing needs of in-
fants and toddlers across
our community. By -fo-
cusing on the needs of
infants and toddlers, we
are building a stronger
overall early childhood
system as well as a strong
foundation for a success-
ful future for Durham'’s
youngest and most vul-
nerable children.

Marsha Basloe is the executive
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for Children. She can be reached

at marsha@dpfc.net. This is the
Tith of 12 articles published in
Schools and More on the last
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ing 15 years of Making Young
Children a Priority.



